
1 Peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be
ready always to givean answer to every man that asketh you 
a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:



The Restoration Spirit
·

I Peter 4:11If any man speak, let him speakas the oracles of 
God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth: that God in all things may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.



A New Testament Church: Pattern Thinking

1. 1. An organizationɂPhil. 1:1; Acts 14:23; I Tim. 3: 1ff; Titus 
1:5ff.

2. 2.  An AssemblyɂHeb. 10:25; I Cor. 11:15
3. 3.  TaughtɂActs 20:7; I Cor. 14:15
4. 4.  PrayedɂActs 12:5; I Cor. 14:19
5. 5.  SangɂEph. 5:19; Col. 3:16
6. ΰȢ  ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 3ÕÐÐÅÒ ÏÎ Ϋst DayɂActs 20:7; I Cor. 11:20
7. Gave on 1st DayɂI Cor. 16:1,2; Acts 2:44-45
8. TreasuryɂActs 5:1-4

9. Relieved Needy SaintsɂActs 4:34-35; 11:29-30; I Cor. 16:1

10. Supported PreachingɂII Cor. 11:8; Phil. 4:15-16

11. Discipline Unruly MembersɂI Cor. 5:1-5

12. Conducted Congregational BusinessɂActs 6:1-4



WHY?  SIX REASONS IN 
DEFENSE OF PRIMITIVISM

1. BECAUSE IT WORKS



Benton Johnson, Dean R. Hoge and Donald A. Luidens, 
Ȱ-ÁÉÎÌÉÎÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈÅÓȡ 4ÈÅ 2ÅÁÌ 2ÅÁÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ $ÅÃÌÉÎÅȟȱ First 

Things, March, 1993, pp. 13-18



The Question:  What Makes People 
Remain Faithful?
·1.  Not because the church is socially and 

politically irrelevant

Support social and political reformsðfeminism and gay rights

Provide for young peopleôs social and recreational needs

Å2.  Not because the minister/church 

leaders are charismatic



The Question:  What Makes 
People Remain Faithful?
Ȱ)Î ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÙȟ the best predictor of church 

participation turned out to be beliefɂ
orthodox Christian belief, and especially the 
teaching that a person can be saved only 
through Jesus Christ.  Virtually all our baby 
boomers who believe this are active members of 
Á ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢȱ



Finding the Way to Restore Vitality 
to Protestant Churches

Jane Lampmanȟ Ȱ! 2ÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ 0ÒÉÍÉÔÉÖÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ Á -ÏÄÅÒÎ 
!ÇÅȟȱ Christian Science Monitor, March 6, 2003.

Ȱ!Ó ÍÁÎÙ ÓÅÅËÅÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÔ ÏÆÆ ÉÎ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÔÏ ÐÕÒÓÕÅ 
spirituality outside the bounds of organized religion, 
another trend has quietly emerged within and across 
Christian denominations: a return to orthodoxy . . . .  It 
is perhaps most visible in the least expected placeɂthe 
liberal mainline churchesɂ×ÈÅÒÅ ÍÁÎÙ ȬÒÅÎÅ×ÁÌȭ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ 
are taking an assertive stance, seeking to replace what 
they consider secularized theology and political activism 
with biblical authority and evangelical fervor.



Two Steps to Finding the Way
Thomas Oden [Drew University], The Rebirth of 

Orthodoxy: Signs of New Life in Christianity(San 
Francisco: Harper & Row, 2003).

1. ! ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ ȰÃÌÁÓÓÉÃ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙȱ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ Á 
×ÉÌÌÉÎÇÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ȰÔÈÉÎË ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÁÃÒÅÄ ÔÅØÔȢȱ
! ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÄÅÆÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
sacred texts of scripture, the ecumenical councils of 
the first five centuries, and the teachings of the 
ȬÆÁÔÈÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÍÉÌÌÅÎÎÉÕÍȢȭȱ



Two Steps to Finding the Way
Thomas Oden [Drew University], The Rebirth of 

Orthodoxy: Signs of New Life in Christianity(San 
Francisco: Harper & Row, 2003).

·άȢ  ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ȰÔÏ ÓÁÙ ȬÎÏȭ ÔÏ ÆÁÌÓÅ ÄÏÃÔÒÉÎÅȢȱ                   

Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÖÉÄ ÎÅ× ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȢȱ



{ŀȅƛƴƎ άbhέ ǘƻ CŀƭǎŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ
2 John 9Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 

doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the 
Son. 10If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: 11For he that biddeth 
him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.



Two Steps to Finding the Way
1.  A Return to New Testament (Not 1st Millennium) 

Teaching and Practice

READY TO FOLLOW THIS PATH?  

2.  Setting Boundaries and Saying ñNOò

THE PRINCIPLE DEMANDS 

CONSISTENT ACTION 



WHY?  SIX REASONS IN 
DEFENSE OF PRIMITIVISM

1. BECAUSE IT WORKS

2. BECAUSE EARNEST CHRISTIANS 
THROUGHOUT HISTORY HAVE SOUGHT TO 
DO IT



Reformation Antecedents

Ulrich Zwingli

Ȱ!×ÁÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ×Å 

×ÁÎÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢȱ  ɉΫίάέɊ

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÍÐÏÓÅÓ ÎÏ ÌÁ×Ó ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ 
people without the sanction of the Word of God, 
and the laws of the Church are binding only in so 
ÆÁÒ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÇÒÅÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄȢȱ  ɉΫίάβɊ



English Dissenters
John Hooper (1495 -

1555) Puritan 

Bishop of 

Gloucester

òNothing should be used in the 

church which has not either 

the express Word of God to 

support it, or otherwise is a 

thing indifferent in itself, which 

brings no profit when done or 

used, but no harm when not 

done or omitted.ó


